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At the EUBCE 2019 a workshop “Paving the 
way towards clean energy and fuel in Europe” 
was held. The resulting report offers a very 
comprehensive overview on EU projects that 
have been completed recently or are still ongoing.

This HOW TO shall support bioenergy 
stakeholders with little or no experience, who 
want to find bioenergy-relevant EU projects in 
a specific field. It has been generated with the 
intention to assist your search and your handling 
of the huge number of results you might get. 
E.g. searching with the term “bioenergy” you get 
more than 3,600 results in CORDIS, a database 
provided by the EC. Since CORDIS is by far the 
most relevant database for EU projects this HOW 
TO will focus on this database.

CORDIS provides information on EU funded 
projects since 1990. 

Tips from experienced project searchers:
1. Once you have started your search with a key 

word you can refine your results. There are 
18 filters (e.g. funding scheme, start and end 
date or costs) and some of them contain sub 
groups (e.g. funding scheme).

2. Combining key words with operators (e.g. 
AND, OR, NOT) is a good way to narrow your 
search. 

3. The choice of key words is very important. 
For the field of bioenergy/biofuels we have 
listed a choice in the table at the end of these 
guidelines.

4. Be aware of synonyms (e.g. e-fuels, efuels, 
electro fuels, electrofuels,… ) and make sure to 
search for all of them. On the other hand, the 
specification of general terms, e.g. biofuels to 
transport biofuels can increase the accuracy 
of your hits.

5. Document your search very well. You should 
not only keep track of the results but also 
record how you carried out each step of your 
search. This will make your future search much 
more efficient and you will avoid to search 
e.g. with the same combination of key words 
more than once. The documentation can be 
done via tables and/or screenshots. CORDIS 
also offers the possibility to save your results 
(account needed).

6. RSS feeds help you to stay automatically 
updated within certain topics. In CORDIS 
you can define feeds in your notifyer settings 
(account needed). That way you will be 
notified when new projects appear in the 
database that match your search criteria.

Key words according to the topics along the 
bioenergy value chain

Topic Keyword


